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not be penalized. It will be necessary 
for most of these agricultural pro-
ducers to take out an additional loan 
during these hard times. It is impor-
tant that the interest rate on that loan 
will accommodate their needs. The 
governments current cost of borrowing 
equals about 6.25 percent, far less than 
the original 9 percent farmers and 
ranchers were paying. 

I look forward to working with mem-
bers in other states to alleviate the fi-
nancial burdens imposed by shared ap-
preciation agreements. I hope that we 
may move this through the legislative 
process quickly to provide help as soon 
as possible to our farmers.∑ 
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IN MEMORY OF JOHN A. SACCI 

∑ Mr. TORRICELLI. Mr. President, I 
rise today to pay homage to one of my 
constituents, the late John A. Sacci, 
who was a resident in my home county 
of Bergen. John Sacci served with dis-
tinction as a history teacher in the Ho-
boken Public Schools until his un-
timely death in 1997. The good citizens 
of Hoboken will dedicate a playground 
in the historic Columbus Park in honor 
of his memory, and I join his family, 
friends and colleagues in paying trib-
ute to a man who inspired so many 
young people. 

John Sacci lived a short life, but it 
was not without ample achievements 
and success. Mr. Sacci helped to shape 
the minds of our children and did so 
with his unique brand of humor. His 
approach to teaching was filled with a 
refreshing attitude that won him the 
affection of countless students. Mr. 
President, above all, John Sacci was a 
committed and dedicated teacher and 
servant of the people. 

Mr. Sacci lent his support to count-
less causes, including the implementa-
tion of Advanced Placement courses 
and the International Bacculauralate 
programs at Hoboken High School, cre-
ating scholarship opportunities for stu-
dents, and initiating professional 
learning opportunities like the Aca-
demic Bowl and Mock Trial providing 
for Hoboken’s students to be among 
the brightest in Hudson County. Addi-
tionally, John served as the Girl’s Soft-
ball Team Coach and helped to build 
young women’s self-esteem through 
leadership and team work. 

When it came time to assist students 
with the college application process, 
John Sacci was the one hundreds of 
students turned to for assistance be-
cause they knew he cared. Indeed, John 
Sacci’s efforts made it possible for hun-
dreds of students to go on and become 
productive citizens. In fact, John Sacci 
helped and inspired a member of my 
own staff, George A. Ortiz, who serves 
as my press secretary. He was a vital 
asset to the success of Hoboken High 
School and his loss is profoundly felt. 
For all who ever crossed his path and 
benefitted from his intrinsic commit-
ment to helping shape the future of 
America, we are all the better for it 
today. 

Mr. President, I have stood on the 
floor of this great chamber time and 
again to urge the imperative need for 
meaningful gun control. On February 
17, 1997 the tragedies that have struck 
in places like Littleton, Jonesboro and 
Columbine were all too familiar to the 
small community of Hoboken, as John 
Sacci’s life was tragically cut short by 
gun violence. To all of my constituents 
in New Jersey who have died from gun 
violence, like John Sacci, I commit to 
fighting so that their memories and 
untimely deaths are not forgotten. 

In conclusion, I want to express my 
personal condolences to John Sacci’s 
family and friends. To his wife, Kathy, 
his children, Carla, Christi, Jenna and 
Elaina, though nothing I can say today 
will change the pain you feel, but take 
pride in your husband and father John 
Sacci. He was, indeed, a man of cour-
age, inspiration and above all, he cared 
enough to want to make a difference. 

Mr. President, I would like the record 
to reflect that today, Tuesday, Novem-
ber 23, 1999, family, friends and count-
less students gathered together in the 
City of Hoboken, in Hudson County in 
my great state of New Jersey to dedi-
cate a playground in the living mem-
ory of John A. Sacci, an accomplished 
teacher.∑ 
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LA SALLE COLLEGE HIGH SCHOOL 
FATHER/SON BANQUET 

∑ Mr. SANTORUM. Mr. President, I 
would like to call to your attention a 
special event which will be occurring 
in Wyndmoor, Pennsylvania on Thurs-
day, November 18, 1999. La Salle Col-
lege High School will be celebrating 
the 50th anniversary of their Father/ 
Son Banquet, sponsored by the ‘‘Men of 
La Salle,’’ otherwise known as the Fa-
ther’s Club. 

La Salle College High School is a pri-
vate, independent Catholic college pre-
paratory school for young men of var-
ied backgrounds and abilities. La Salle 
is dedicated to providing a challenging 
and nurturing environment for learn-
ing, inspired by Saint John Baptist De 
La Salle, and seeks to empower each 
student to accept responsibility and 
achieve his fullest potential. La Salle 
is committed to Christian values, aca-
demic excellence, spiritual fulfillment, 
cultural enrichment, and physical de-
velopment. The Lasallian experience 
prepares young men who are dedicated 
to leadership, achievement, and service 
to help build a society that is more 
human, more Christ-like, and more 
just. 

The Father’s Club has a long history 
of doing good for the La Salle College 
High School and its families. Much of 
the money raised by the Men of La 
Salle College High School and its fami-
lies. Much of the money raised by the 
Men of La Salle, for example, goes to 
help students at La Salle who find 
themselves in financial difficulties as a 
result of the death of an employed par-
ent. This scholarship fund makes it 
possible for students who go through a 

family tragedy to stay at La Salle, and 
helps to foster a family-like atmos-
phere. The Father’s Club also contrib-
utes to the financial growth and sta-
bility of La Salle, and provides a 
wholesome social climate through its 
various events and activities. 

Once again, I would like to congratu-
late La Salle College High School and 
the Men of La Salle for the 50th anni-
versary of their Father/Son banquet, 
and thank them for the great work 
which they are doing. They are a trib-
ute to Pennsylvania and should be rec-
ognized as a model organization to be 
emulated.∑ 

f 

DAVID AND ANN CANNON 
∑ Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I raise 
today to honor the enduring union of 
David and Ann Cannon and the legacy 
of accomplishment that their partner-
ship has produced. On December 19, 
1999, they will retire together, 35 years 
to the day after David was ordained as 
a priest and the two began their work 
at the St. James Episcopal Church in 
the Village of Poquetanuck, Con-
necticut, located in the greater Nor-
wich area of my home state. 

For these past three and a half dec-
ades, David and Ann have been pillars 
of the Norwich community. Through 
their unflagging commitment to im-
proving the lot of those in need, they 
have touched the lives of countless 
neighbors and set an impressive exam-
ple for the rest of us to follow. Specifi-
cally, their work on behalf of the 
homeless of Martin House and Thames 
River Family Program has given dig-
nity and hope to those who previously 
had little of either. 

Individually, each has many accom-
plishments for which to be proud. 
David has been a faithful pastor and a 
caring leader for his parish. He has 
dedicated himself to increasing access 
to quality higher education and ensur-
ing compassionate care for the ill and 
infirm. To her great credit, Ann has 
worked tirelessly to shape a more re-
sponsive local government and to con-
serve the history of the community for 
generations to come. 

But the sum of this pair’s worth is 
well beyond the measure of its distin-
guished parts. Perhaps it is the love 
and good humor these two share with 
themselves and others, their common 
zeal for hard work, and their joint com-
mitment to excellence that is most 
memorable about them. Perhaps, as 
well, it is their unbending faith and 
their untempered compassion for their 
neighbors, and their talent for simply 
caring about others that has magnified 
their impact. All these traits have de-
fined David and Ann for the many 
years I have known them and undoubt-
edly long before. 

While I merely scratch the surface of 
their many virtues and accomplish-
ments here today, I would be remiss 
not to mention David and Ann’s three 
most remarkable accomplishments— 
David, Andrew and Ruth, their three 
wonderful and loving children. 
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